
Notices sent
to reaI estate
tax de[inquents

City begins collectlionl calls
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. ' .'.:: For property
tax delinquents who try to
beat the system, a notice is
in the mail from the city-
and it's not a greeting card.

Approximately 200 law-
suit notices, including 100
this week. have been sent to
propefty owners in the city
whose real estate taxes are
æsËãE more than
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Since the
initiative began, 3,200 tax-
payers have settled their
delinquencies representing
$5.98 million and the collec-
tion rate has been markedly
higher than the same period
a year ago, officials said.

"We know tiat the effort is
working, but we also know
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thatwe need to do even bet-
terthan that inorderto meet
our goal," said City Solicitor
Romulo DiazJr.

Diaz said about 100 law-
suits would be mailed out
weekly until the approxi-
mately 20,000 scofflaws are
notified. Hearings for prop-
erfy owners are scheduled
to begin in February and
any properties still delin-

Among the most infamous tax delinquent properties that has been sued by the city is Smokin'Joe Frazier's Gym in North philadelphia,
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quent would go to a sheriff
sale, which could be held in
May, Diaz said. Low-income
homeowners can set up a
payment plan to avoid fore-
closure, he added.

"If somebody is basically
waiting for the city to show
that it's serious, that's basi-
cally what the lawsuits are
about," Diaz said.

Ofthe $235 million the citv.

hopes to collect, the Philadel-
phia School District would
get $126 milion and the city
would receive $109 million.

The city Law Departrnent
should begin notiffing
property owners who are in
arrears since 2OO4 in
December, Diaz noted.
Linebarger Goggan Blair &
Simpson LLP is collecting
the older delinquencies.

Pay up
Most of the roughly zo,ooo
property owners who are
more than three years detin-
quent in their real eståte tax-
es are residential [andlords
or businesses. The average
detinquency is 58,965 ånd
dates back 13 years.
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